ity of salmeterol to improve asthma symptoms is thought to be due to smooth muscle relaxation, and possibly by exerting anti-inflammatory effects, although the latter mechanism is somewhat controversial.
Gardiner and colleagues9 evaluated BAL fluid from subjects with asthma and found no change in total BAL cell count and differential count after salmeterol use.
However, Butchers and 
Results

Subjects
The subject characteristics are shown in for placebo and salmeterol, respectively; p=0.02) (Fig 1) . The percent of days (24- 
